

f 

c. measuring the binding of said^n;^^ mixture to said HIV antibody. 
^ An immunoassay method for detection of an an;r^^ against HIV comprising: 
a. providing a sample suspected of cornaining an antibody against HIV, 



contacting said sample with at least one antigen mixture selected from the 
group consisting of a mixture^f an antigen derived from the epitope region II 
of the Consensus sequence of an HIVl -subtype D isolate and an antigen 
derived from the correstronding region of gp41 of a different HIVl subtype of 
the M group and a rnixture of an antigen of epitope region I of the Consensus 
sequence of an Hiyi -subtype E isolate and an antigen derived from the 
corresponding region of gp41 of a different HIVl subtype of the M group, and 

c. measuring the binding of said^^igen mixture to said HIV antibody. 

The method of claim 15 whep^ said antigen of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype D isolate 
corresponds to a sequ^ffce selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs. 1 to 1 1 
and partial sequences thereof. 
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1 8. The method^f claim 1 5 
corresponds to a seq 
partial sequences th 




said antigen of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype E isolate 
ted from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO. 12 and 



antigen mixture comprising ap^ntigen of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype D isolate and 
'^"'1^^'^ 3n antigen derived from gpj^Kof a different HIVl subtype of the group M 




21. 



An antigen mixture comprising 
an antigen derived from gp4T 

The antigen mixture of claim 19 wf) 
isolate is derived from epitope 
D. 




en of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype E isolate and 
rent HIVl subtype of the group M. 

antigen of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype D 
e Consensus sequence of HIVl -subtype 
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22. 



23. 



The antigen mixture of claim 20 wh 
isolate is derived from epitope rej 




ntigen of gp41 of an HIV1 -subtype E 
e Consensus sequence of HIVI -subtype E. 




The antigen mixture of claim 19 wh^eln said antigen of gp41 of an HIVI -subtype D 
isolate corresponds to a sequ^e selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs. 
to 1 1 and partial sequpt^ces thereof. 

The antigen mix^tfre of claim 2^j!^i^ftBtein said antigen of gp41 of an HIVI -subtype E 
isolate corresponds to a SQ)^^Rti|]^lected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO. 
12 and partial sequencQ^th^rgof. 

The antigen mixture of claip^^19, further comprising an antigen derived from epitope 
region I or II of HIVI -s}^type 0. 



2^. The antigen mixture of claim 20, further comprising an antigen derived from epitope 
region I or II of HIVI-subtvpe 0. 

27. An antigen comprising a/sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO 
12 and partial sequencq^ thereof, said sequence having a minimum length of 6 amino 
acids. 

An immunoassay n?^|hod^rdetection of an antibody against HIV comprising: 



pi 



providing 



miple suspected of containing an antibody against HIV, 



b. contadingJaid sam^e with an antigen comprising a sequence selected from 
the grjDURi&^^ of SEQ ID NO 12 and partial sequences thereof, said 
sequeRceinaving a minimum length of 6 amino acids, and 

c. measunrng the binding of said antigen to said HIV antibody. 

An immunoassay method for detepfion of an antibody against HIV comprising: 



a. providing a sample sdspected of containing an an1;ibody against HIV, 
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b. 




contacting said sample with an antigen comprising a sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs. 1 to 1 1 and partial sequences thereof, 
said sequence having a minirnam length of 7 amino acids, and 

measuring the binding of/aid antigen to said HIV antibody. 



A reagent for the detection or an antibody against HIV by means of an immunoassay 
comprising an antigen mbrture comprising an antigen of gp41 of an HIV1 -subtype D 
isolate and an antigen dferived from gp41 of a different HIV1 subtype of the group M. 

A reagent for the detection of an antibody against HIV by means of an immunoassay 
comprising an antigen mixture comprising an antigen of gp41 of an HIV1 -subtype E 
isolate and an antigen derived frorp^p41 of a different HIV1 subtype of the group M. 



32. The reagent of claim 29 whep 
derived from epitope regijafn 

33. The reagent of claim 30 wjler/ 
derived from epitope re^flon 



^gp41 

Id antigen of gp41 of an HIV1 -subtype D isolate is 
)nsensus sequence of HIVl -subtype D. 



iaid antigen of gp41 of an HIVl -subtype E isolate is 
of the Consensus sequence of HIVl -subtype E. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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